BOROUGH  OF  MALMESBURY 


REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and 


Sanitary  Inspector 


for  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1950 


/ 


s 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 
OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

(who  is  in  addition  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Boroughs  of  Chippenham  and  Caine  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Caine  and  Chippenham) 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspector — 

E.  H.  HOLROYD,  Cert,  r  s.i.,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Cert. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Malmesbury. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1950.  This  report  is  based  on  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1951. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Holroyd  for  his  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1950. 


Area  (in  acres)  ......  .  202 

Population  (estimated  mid-year  home)  .  2631 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1950  according 

to  Rate  Book)  .  .  798 

Rateable  Value  .  .  £13,043 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .  £*51-10-10 


Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Rate 

per 

1000 

E&W 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

25 

9 

34 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

r  otcii  •  •  *  •  •  • 

26 

9 

35 

Birth  Rate 

13.3 

15.8 

Still  Births 

1 

— 

1 

0.38 

0.37 

Deaths 

14 

18 

32 

Death  Rate 

12.1 

11.6 

Deaths  from 

Pregnancy 

— 

— 

— 

Childbirth 

— 

— 

— 

Abort'on 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1000  live  births 

0.00 

29.8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four 

weeks 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1000  live  births 

0.00 

Deaths  from 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (all  ages) 

2 

1 

3 

Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Heart  Dis.  and  Blood  Vessels  ... 

9 

11 

20 

The  birth  rate  is  lower  than  in  1949,  when  it  was  14.5  per 
1000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  shows  a  marked  decline 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  when  the  figure  was  16.1 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  child  under  the  age  of  either 
one  year  or  four  weeks  died  during  1950. 


Deaths  from  all  causes. 


Cause  Male 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  1 

Tuberculosis  (other)  0 

Syphilitic  disease  0 

Diphtheria  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Meningococcal  infections  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 

Measles  0 

Other  Inf.  and  parasitic  diseases  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach)  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (lung  bronchus)  .  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (breast)  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (uterus)  0 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms  1 

Luekaemia,  aleukaemia  0 

Diabetes  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  2 

Coronary  disease,  angina  4 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  diseases  1 

Other  circulatory  diseases  1 

Influenza  0 

Pneumonia  0 

Bronchitis  0 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0 

Congenital  malformations  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  0 

All  other  accidents  0 

Suicide  0 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  0 

Total  14 


Female 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

18 


Total 

1 

0 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
7 
5 
1 

3 

4 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
1 
0 

~T2~ 


The  above  table  has  been  amended  for  the  year  1950  to 
conform  to  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of  Dis¬ 
eases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis  and  Food 
Poisoning)  occurring  during  the  year  1950. 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

0 

Measles 

25 

0 

Poliomvelitis 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pvrexia 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  reported  during  the  year 
under  review,  but  two  families  in  the  Borough  who  were  con¬ 
tacts  with  possible  cases  were  kept  under  surveillance.  The 
persons  concerned  did  not  develop  the  disease. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Periods  MFMFMFM  F 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  that  one  case  of  Pulmonary  * 
Tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1950,  and  one  death  occurred 
from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Mass  Radiography. 

During  January,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  visit  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  A  total  of  438  persons  from  the 
Borough  of  Malmesbury  and  surrounding  Rural  District  attended 
for  examination.  Of  that  number  a  total  of  three  persons,  two 
males  and  one  female,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culous  conditions.  In  the  three  cases  concerned,  the  disease  was 
considered  to  be  inactive  at  the  time  of  examination. 

It  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  greater  response  from  the  general 
public  during  1951,  when  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  fora 
further  visit  of  the  Mobile  X-Ray  Unit  to  the  Borough. 

Environmental  Survey. 

A  detailed  inquiry  into  the  environment  of  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Borough  was  carried  out  during  the 
summer  of  1950.  This  investigation  was  undertaken  to  ascertain 
the  actual  number  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  living  in  the 
town  ;  their  housing  accommodation  ;  the  conditions  favouring 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  practical  steps  being  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

As  a  result  of  this  investigation,  the  number  of  cases  of 
notified  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  was  reduced  from  seventeen 
to  eleven.  This  reduction  was  due  to  four  cases  having  recovered, 
one  case  having  left  Malmesbury,  and  one  person  having  died. 


Of  the  eleven  cases  quoted,  ten  were  suffering  from  pulmon¬ 
ary  tuberculosis;  the  remaining  case  being  affected  with  the 
non-respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 

The  figure  of  ten  pulmonary  cases  included  four  males  and 
six  females ;  four  were  confirmed  as  sputum  positive  and  classified 
as  moderate  degree  of  severity. 

Concerning  the  single  case  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis, 
the  information  available  indicated  a  case  of  moderate  degree 
of  activity. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  actual  numbers  involved. 
The  rates  are  expressed  per  1000  of  the  total  population  of  the 
Borough. 

Pulmonary  Cases.  Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 

Males  .  4  Male?  .  1 

Females  .  6  Females  .  Nil 


Total 

Rate — 3.9  per  1000. 


Total 

Rate — .39  per  1000. 


10 


Grand  Total— 1 1  (which  represents  a  rate  of  4.3  per  1000  of  the 

total  population). 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Council  that  between  the  years 
1943  and  1948,  Mass  Radiographv  Units  revealed  that  slightly 
less  than  four  persons  per  1000  of  the  total  population  of 
England  and  Wales  had  active  traces  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
The  rate  for  Malmesbury  Borough,  based  on  the  actual  number 
of  notified  cases  with  signs  of  active  disease  wras  approximately 
1.5  persons  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  homes  of  the  persons  concerned  were  visited  during 
this  survey  and  detailed  records  have  been  compiled  wdiich  show 
the  precise  type  of  tenancy,  state  of  repair,  lighting,  ventilation, 
etc.  With  the  exception  of  two  cases  wrho  wrere  the  tenants  of 
Council  property,  the  remainder  were  occupying  private  prop¬ 
erty. 

Most  of  the  dwellings  concerned  were  old,  and  in  many 
cases  they  could  only  be  described  as  being  in  a  fair  state  of 
repair.  Two  homes  were  without  adequate  lighting  and  venti¬ 
lation,  whilst  a  further  three  were  ill  ventilated.  Although  the 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  management  was  found  to 
be  good,  eight  properties  of  a  total  of  eleven  inspected  were 
without  bathroom  facilities. 

Periods  in  a  Sanatorium  and  the  supervision  of  a  clinic 
cannot  alone  secure  the  social  and  physical  welfare  of  the 
patients  and  their  families  which  are  necessary  for  the  effective 
control  of  the  disease. 


Good  and  sufficient  housing  is  essential  in  preventing 
tuberculosis,  both  by  raising  the  health  of  the  population  gener¬ 
ally  and  by  permitting  the  infectious  pulmonary  case  to  live  in 
conditions  on  his  return  from  a  Sanatorium  favourable  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  health  and  that  of  his  family. 

j 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
represent  any  cases  for  removal  under  Section  47  of  the  above 
Act. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year. 

Housing. 

During  1950  the  circumstances  of  three  applicants  for  re¬ 
housing  were  investigated,  and  recommendations  were  made  to 
the  Council  for  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  on 
medical  grounds. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  childien  have  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunisation  during  1950. 

Ages  0  to  4 — 46  Ages  5  to  14 — 48 

Total  94 

Total  immunised  child  population  at  31/12/50  is  as  follows. 

Ages  0  to  4 — 157  Ages  5  to  14 — 442 

Total— 599 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Holroyd  for  the  following  information 
concerning  water  supplies  and  setvage  disposal. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  Borough  obtains  water  supplies  from  two  sources, 
namely,  from  a  borehole  153  feet  deep  at  Park  Road,  and  from 
three  springs  feeding  a  shallow  well  at  Holloway.  The  water 
is  pumped  by  centrifugal  pumps  to  a  water  tower  of  55,000 
gallons  capacity,  whence  it  reaches  the  consumers  by  gravity. 
A  bulk  supply  is  given  to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  pumped  for  use  in  the 
Borough  was  98,000,  representing  36  gallons  per  day  per  head 
of  population,  estimated  at  2700.  In  addition,  an  average  of 
26,000  gallons  per  day  was  supplied  to  the  Malmesbury  Rural 
District  Council.  The  two  sources  have  given  a  satisfactory 
supply,  as  regards  both  quantity  and  quality. 


The  only  form  of  treatment  the  water  receives  is  chlorina¬ 
tion  by  the  drip  feed  method,  and  this  is  regularly  carried  out 
at  both  sources  of  supply.  Frequent  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  water  are  made. 

As  reported  last  year,  the  Council’s  scheme  for  improving 
the  water  supplies  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  end  of  this  year  that  the  Council  were 
notified  that  an  inquiry  into  the  scheme  would  be  held  in 
February,  1951. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
analyses  of  the  water  from  both  sources  of  supply  are  as  under  : 


Park  Road  Source. 

Physical  characters  :  excellent. 


Chemical. 

Parts  per 
100,000 


Reaction  Neutral  p.h.  7.0 

Saline  and  free  ammonia  —  Nil 

Organic  (or  “albuminoid”)  ammonia  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  2  hours 

at  27  deg.  c.  ......  Nil 

Chlorides  1.6 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  Nil 

Total  hardness  29.8 

(a)  Temporary  22.6 

(b)  Permanent  7.2 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  sediment  .  Nil 


Bacteriological. 

Total  colonies  in  48  hours:  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of  water  growing 
at  37  deg.  c. 

Number  of  Coli-aerogenes  organisms  :  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of 
water  growing  at  37  deg.  c. 

Number  of  faecal  types  of  B.  coli :  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of  water 
growing  at  44  deg.  c. 


Opinion. 

Neither  bacteriological  nor  chemical  examinations  show 
any  evidence  of  pollution. 


Holloway  Source. 

Physical  characters  :  excellent. 


Chemical. 

Parts  per 
100,000 


Reaction  Alkaline  p.h.  7.1 

Saline  and  free  ammonia  Nil 

Organic  (or  “albuminoid”)  ammonia  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  2  hours 

at  27  deg.  c.  Nil 

Chlorid  es  1.6 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.1 

Total  hardness  26.8 

(a)  Temporary  21.6 

(b)  Permanent  5.2 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  sediment  .  Nil 


Bacteriological. 

Total  colonies  in  48  hours  :  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of  water  growing 
at  37  deg.  c. 

Number  of  Coli-aerogenes  organisms  :  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of 
water  growing  at  37  deg.  c.c. 

Number  of  faecal  types  of  B.  coli  :  Nil  per  1  c.c.  of  water 
growing  at  44  deg.  c. 


Opinion. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  an  obsolete  system 
of  sewers,  which  discharge,  through  small  catchpits,  into  the 
river.  There  are  no  works  for  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  the 
sewage,  and  pollution  of  the  River  Avon  occurs. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  still  working  on 
the  final  details  of  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  and  trunk  sewers  for  the  Borough,  and  hope  to  have 
it  ready  for  presentation  to  the  Council  in  the  very  near  future. 
The  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  £ 56,000 ,  and  as  provision  is 
being  made  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  adjoining  areas  of  the 
Malmesbury  Rural  District,  it  is  hoped  that  a  proportion,  at 
least,  of  the  expenditure  will  rank  for  grant. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


<D 

a 

3  6 

oZ 

a 


T3 

<D 

•+-> 

d 

O 

<d 


Ph 

t/> 

i-i 

v 

’Sh 

O 

o 

O 


o 


v£> 


lH  O 

a a 

y  a) 
d  +_> 

55  .tJ 

u 


to 

d 

.2 

v» 

o 

<d 

a. 

CO 

d 


d 

o  ^ 

<D  m 

d’Sb 
S  « 
spS 
2 


on 


<u 

d 


y£ 

2 


2  cm 


10 

cl) 


a 

<D 

& 


C/3 

a 

o 

•  s— < 

+-» 

CJ 

CD 

CD 

CJ 


CM 


cD 


C 

<d  co 


<d 


S-i 

o  o 

-a 

a)  r-J 

Vh 

aJ  <1 


£ 

r-  ^ 

,2  c 

rt 


CO 

CD 

•  *-H 

V-l 

O 


co 


u  <CM 
cd  ** 


CM 


CO 


CO 


CM 


CO 


<M 


CO 


CD 

’ll  C 


c3 

u 

o 

J 

X) 

^d 

CD 

CJ 

5-1 

o 


TJ 

0) 

HD 

d 

U 

a 


T3 

CD 

CJ 


c 

<D 

CO 


to 


•'-  O 
tM 


O 

<D 

m 

CJ 

•  r-H 

rP 

£ 


fl 

o 


aJ 

o 

o 

►J 

CD 

J3 


to 


d 

o 


tuO 

C 

•  i-H 

"O 

3 


d 

C 


CO 

a> 


-r—  ^ — 

O  O  ^ 

P  CD  TO 

c  in  o 

CO  r"  9 

.2  o  J 

5—i  *  ^  CD 

o  -£  J3 

-M  >  -(_. 

O  ^  . 

rt  d  ^ 

tii  • 1-1  ^ 


CM 


m 

<v 

in 

•  r-H 

a 

<D 

5-1 

Ph 


nd 
CD 
CJ 

5-h 

o 

M— I 

a 

<v 

5-1 

CD  CO 


CJ  CO 

X 

CD 


to 


V-l 

o 


<D 

V-l 

a 


CO 

V-4 

CD 


-S-I  ^ 

o  f'  < 


J3  ^ 

+->  V-l 
O 

£ 


CO 


O 

CO 


rt 

+-> 

o 

H 


'■O 

c 

3 

o 


43 

V-t 

0) 

£ 

CA 

•M 

o 

0-t 

<3> 

Q 

x 

o 

3 

£ 


to 

<U 

to 

rt 

U 


f-4 


05 

a  . 

3  ° 

o  ^ 


C/5 

g-o 

rj  .2  OJ 

>-i  _*_>  -4-> 

,pH  3  3 

C/5  Q  -*-» 
£  05  -*_> 

3  O  s 

o 

w  H  k 

6  2  S 

Z1 


T3 

a 

S3 

O 

<+H 

05 

1-4 

05 

£ 


O 

05 

«4-H 

05 

rC 

C5 

2 

& 


05 

C/5 

aJ 

o 


u- 

05 

•Q 

s 

S3 

£ 


nd 

05 

1-4 


05 


nd 

05 

a 

05 

Pi 


X5 

c3 

S3 

O 

PH 


05 

.3 

oZ 


l-l 

05 

13 

C 

43 

t-i 

ctf 

Ph 


00 


.  v-t 

S2 
x  « 

►»<« 
jD  S3 

***  i _ > 


vO 


M 

S5 

.  o 

H-l  <u 
w  &. 

O  a 

— ■  C 


t3 

<u 


iO 


VO 


ro  0* 


c/3 

C/3 

43 

G 

•  H 

3 

rj 

4# 

u 


g 

cti 


CO  ^5  I>  00 


<M 

C/^ 

bjo 

G 

•  r-H 

T3 

£ 

O 


4) 

> 

o 


ro 

C/5 

0) 

V4 

S3 

4-> 

a5 

V-t 

43 

P. 

s 

43 

-f— » 

43 

3 

cti 

G 

o 

C/3 

Oj 

43 

V-t 

a 

P 


iT)  'O  N  OO 


v£> 

C/5 


a 

o 

•  rH 

4-» 

aj 


a 

43 

> 

43 

-t— * 

aS 

3 

CT1 

43 

"d 

aJ 

G 


43 

itt 

43 

G 


O 


03  O 


v — 

43 

C/3 

^ _ v 

> 

to 

V-t 

O 

C^ 

•  rH 

-t-t 

43 

C 

<G 

c/5 

U 

43 

<4-4 

rN 

43 

CO 

<4-1 

t/3 

43 

V-t 

o 

43 

(J 

nj 

O 

<4-1 

03 

G 

V-t 

bfi 

43 

O 

43 

G 

G 

•  pH 

ctf 

V4 

•  rH 

G 

43 

> 

G 

4-> 

G 

43 

•  •— H 

O 

43 

3 

G 

4— * 

4-* 

G 

V-t 

g 

cu 

G3 

03 

O 

U 

r  r-» 

Gh 

3 

3 

C/3 

43 

to 

4—* 

> 

•  rH 

CJ 

>> 

V-t 

a 

to 

G 

t— 4 

G 

P 

o 

p 

G 

rt 

C/5 


CS  rO  O 


O 

C 


O 

43 

-G 


to 

G 

■  r-H 

aj 

tuO 

ns 

to 

43 

CJ 

G 

43 

O 

V-l 

43 

-G 

-t-» 

O 


CNI 


including  offences  relating  to 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 


To  the  Mavor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Malmesbury. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1950. 

The  information  and  statistics  given  show  quite  clearly  the 
nature  of  the  Public  Health  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 
More  routine  work,  such  as  inspections  of  shops,  factories  and 
houses,  could  have  been  made  had  there  been  the  time,  but 
members  of  the  Council  will  realise  that  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  department  has  to  be  fitted  in  with  my  other  duties  as 
Borough  Surveyor. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  if  I  did  not  take  the 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  and  also  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
and  other  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  HOLROYD. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  and  tipped  at  a  site  two 
miles  out.  Periodic  treatment  for  rats  and  other  pests  is  carried 
out.  There  is  not  much  room  left  for  tipping  on  this  site,  and 
other  likely  sites  are  being  sought.  A  quarry  near  Charlton 
village  was  investigated,  but  there  was  a  possibility,  because  of 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  of  liquid  matter  percolating  through 
and  contaminating  a  nearby  stream  used  for  water  supply. 
This  possibility  was  confirmed  by  a  geological  expert,  so  the 
site  was  abandoned.  Negotiations  are  now  proceeding  with  the 
Agents  for  the  Charlton  Park  Estate  for  the  use  of  an  old  quarry 
in  the  Park. 


Salvaged  paper  and  cardboard  are  collected  with  the  refuse, 
and  a  special  salvage  collection  is  made  once  monthly  from 
business  premises.  During  the  year  a  total  of  21  tons  18  cwts. 
was  collected,  realising  /,78-7-6. 


Shops  under  the  Shops  Act. 

The  conditions  of  employees  in  shops  under  the  provision  of 
the  Shops  Act  are  generally  satisfactory,  and  no  serious  breaches 
of  the  Act  were  found  from  inspections  made. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk. 

There  is  one  milk  producer  and  four  milk  retailers  in  the 
Borough.  During  the  year  there  was  one  change  of  ownership, 
and  a  new  dairy  was  established  in  the  Town,  so  there  are  now 
three  dairies  within  the  Borough,  the  other  being  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  Rural  District.  The  three  local  retailers  are  registered  for 
the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and  two  of  them  are  also 
registered  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk.  There  are  no 
pasteurisation  plants  and  no  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  or 
Accredited  milk  in  the  Borough. 

Six  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  no  breaches 
of  the  Dairies  Orders  or  Regulations  were  found. 


Bakehouses. 

There  is  one  bakehouse  in  the  Borough,  and  five  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year,  resulting  in  one  notice  being  served 
for  limewashing.  A  great  deal  of  the  bread  distributed  is  baked 
outside  the  district. 


Meat. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  of  meat  for  sale  within  the  Borough, 
the  meat  being  brought  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse 
at  Cirencester  to  a  distributing  depot,  where  it  is  allocated  to 
the  five  butchers  in  the  town.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
Ministry  of  Food  commenced  sending  the  meat  from  Cirencester 
instead  of  from  Chippenham,  which  has  resulted  in  a  decided 
improvement,  both  in  the  quality  of  the  meat  and  in  the  method 
of  transport. 


The  killing  of  pigs  for  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  for  private 
owners  continues  at  the  Bacon  Factory.  The  Local  Authority 
has  no  control  over  the  killing  of  pigs  for  private  owners,  and 
the  following  statistics  relate  to  those  killed  for  the  Ministry. 

N umber  of  pigs  killed  .  .  3906 

Number  of  pigs  inspected  .  .  3906 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  .  2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  84 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  .  5 

Carcasesof  whichsome  part  or  organ  wascondemned  253 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  :  2  tons  15  cwts  2  qrs. 


Foodshops. 

A  good  standard  of  cleanliness,  both  as  regards  premises 
and  the  handling  of  food,  is  being  maintained  in  the  foodshops. 
During  the  year  the  Model  Byelaws,  made  under  Section  15  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  were  adopted  and  a  copy  sent  to 
each  foodshop. 

There  are  two  fish  frying  shops  in  the  Borough,  and  both 
are  maintained  and  operated  to  a  satisfactory  standard  of 
cleanliness. 

The  five  butchers’  shops  are  all  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
sausages,  and  all  premises  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In 
addition,  there  are  two  other  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  chitterlings  and  faggots. 


Ice  Cream. 

There  are  fourteen  shops  selling  ice  cream,  all  of  which  are 
registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  all 
of  which  are  selling  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  stored  at  a  regular 
temperature  by  refrigeration.  Regular  inspections  were  made 
of  these  premises,  and  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
being  observed.  Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  surrender  notes  were  issued 
accordingly  : 


Foodstuffs 

Weight 

Tinned  peas 

8  lbs. 

,3  beans 

7  lbs. 

,,  fish 

16  lbs. 

,,  soup 

3  lbs. 

„  carrots 

2  lbs. 

,,  spaghetti 

7  lbs. 

„  jam 

7  lbs. 

,,  beetroot 

4  lbs. 

,,  milk 

7  lbs. 

,,  fruit 

10  lbs. 

,,  meat 

14  lbs. 

Bacon 

12  lbs. 

Cheese 

1  lb. 

Sausages 

6  lbs. 

Marzipan 

28  lbs. 

Sugar 

172  lbs. 

Beef 

605  lbs. 

Lamb 

6  lbs. 

Lambs’  livers 

41  lbs. 

Sheeps’  plucks 

94  lbs. 

Sheeps’  heads 

40  lbs. 

Wet  and  dried  fish 

161  lbs. 

Total  weight  surrendered  : — 11  cwts.  0  qrs.  19  lbs. 


Housing. 

The  scheme  for  8  traditional  houses  on  the  Pool  Gastons 
site  has  been  commenced,  but  very  slow  progress  has  been  made 
by  the  contractors.  The  layout  for  the  24  Cornish  Unit  houses 
on  St.  Aldhelm’s  Road  site  has  been  approved,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  building  will  start  shortly.  A  supplementary  allocation  of 
another  16  Cornish  Unit  houses  has  been  made  by  the  Ministry, 
and  these  will  be  erected  on  the  Corn  Gastons  site.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  160  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
houses. 

No  house-to-house  inspections  under  the  Housing  Act  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  housing  statistics  recorded  in  the 
following  table  are  the  result  of  action  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

Housing  Statistics  for  1950. 

7.  Unfit  dwelling  Houses — Inspection. 

(1)  (a) — Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  25 

(b) — Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  57 


(2)  (a) — Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  record¬ 
ed  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925  and  1932  nil 

(b) — Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  25 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  consequence 
of  action  by  the  Local  Authority  nil 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

b.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  not¬ 

ices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11 -and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  nil 


d.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  nil 


4.  Housing  Act ,  1936.  Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  6 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  6 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  33 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  nil 


Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

No  cases  of  infestation,  of  either  persons  or  premises,  were 
reported  during  the  year. 

One  case  of  infectious  disease,  requiring  the  premises  to  be 
disinfected,  was  reported. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

Visits  and  Inspections  made  during  1950  : 
Investigation  of  complaints 

46 

Food  premises 

37 

Ice  cream  premises 

13 

Butchers’  shops 

20 

Fish  shops 

19 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

6 

Bakehouses 

5 

Restaurants 

5 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries: 
Tuberculosis 

25 

Other  diseases 

1 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act 

18 

Factories 

41 

Bacon  Factory 

101 

Market 

37 

New  drainage  work 

24 

Moveable  dwellings 

9 

Rat  infestations 

11 

Applicants  for  Council  houses 

7 

Council  house  repairs 

91 

Re-visits 

31 

i 

Statement  of  Nuisances  recorded  and 

abated 

547 

during  1950 

Nature  of  Complaint 

No.  during 

No. 

No.  out- 

Choked  drains 

year 

abated 

standing 

9 

9 

— 

Defective  drains 

3 

3 

— 

Defective  water  closets 

2 

2 

— 

Defective  flushing  cisterns 

4 

4 

— 

Defective  roofs 

4 

4 

— 

Defective  eaves,  gutters  &  rainwater  pipes 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  ceilings 

6 

5 

1 

Defective  walls 

9 

5 

4 

Defective  floors 

1 

l 

— 

Defective  windows 

6 

4 

2 

Defective  stairs 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  yard  paving 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  chimneys 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  sinks 

1 

1 

— 

Damp  walls 

5 

3 

2 

Dirty  rooms 

4 

4 

— 

Insanitary  accumulations 

2 

2 

— 

Miscellaneous 

15 

11 

4 

75 


61 


14 
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H.  J.  Riddick 
Printer  and  Stationer 
Malmesbury 


